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The formal adoption of the text is foreseen at the end of 2012.

Elements regarding mountain products in the recitals:

“(44a)
A second tier of quality systems, based on quality terms which add value, which can be communicated on the internal market and which are to be applied voluntarily, should be introduced. Those optional quality terms should refer to specific horizontal characteristics, with regard to one or more categories of products, farming methods or processing attributes which apply in specific areas. The optional quality term " mountain product" has met the conditions up to now and will add value to the product on the market. In order to facilitate the application of Directive 2000/13/EC where the labelling of foodstuffs may give rise to consumer confusion in relation to optional quality terms, notably "mountain products", the Commission may adopt guidelines.”
“ (45a)
In order to provide mountain producers with an effective tool to better market their product and to reduce the actual risks of consumer confusion as to the mountain provenance of products in the marketplace, provision should be made for the definition at Union level of an optional quality term for mountain products . The definition of mountain areas should build on the general classification criteria employed to identify a mountain area according to Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 of 17 May 1999 on support for rural development from the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF).14”
Core legislative proposal

“Article 28a
Mountain Product
1.
The term 'mountain product' is established as an optional quality term. 
This term shall only be used to describe products intended for human consumption listed in Annex I to the Treaty in respect of which:
(a)
the raw materials and also the feedstuffs for farm animals, come essentially from mountain areas. 
(b)
in the case of processed products, the processing also takes place in mountain areas.
2.
For the purposes of this Article, mountain areas within the European Union are those delimited pursuant to Article 18(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999. For product of third countries, mountain areas include areas officially designated as mountain areas by the third country or that meet equivalent criteria to those set out in Article 18(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999.
3.
In duly justified cases and in order to take into account natural constraints affecting agricultural production in mountain areas, the Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 52, laying down derogations from the conditions of use referred to in paragraph 1. In particular, the Commission shall be empowered to adopt a delegated act laying down the conditions under which raw materials or feedstuffs are permitted to come from outside the mountain areas, the conditions under which the processing of products is permitted to take place outside of the mountain areas in a geographical area to be defined, and the definition of that geographical area. 
4.
In order to take into account natural constraints affecting agricultural production in mountain areas, the Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 52, concerning the establishment of the methods of production, and other criteria relevant for the application of the optional quality term established in paragraph 1.”
14	OJ L 160, 26.06.1999, p. 108.





