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Circular economy principles

• Systems that keep the added value in 
products for as long as possible and 
eliminate waste; 

• To ensure resources stay within the 
economy and can be used 
productively again and again; 

• Reduces demands on (natural) 
resources, improves efficiency, and 
reduces costs 
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Forests in the circular economy
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Circular economy in the 
primary sectors

Resource efficient

• Preserve and enhance 
natural capital / resources

• Optimise natural yields

• Maximising value

• Designing out waste

• New income streams
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Energy

• Bioenergy 

• Waste processing

Forest sector

• Forest management

• Timber production 

Communities

• Rural economies
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Natural capital

• Ecosystems
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• Natural resources
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Sustainable Opportunities
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A circular bioeconomy in mountain forests
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Natural capital

• Valorised

• Resilient &
productive 
ecosystems

New products

• High value products

• Longer life spans

• Sustainable

Ecosystem services

• Flood protection

• Water filtration

• Climate mitigation

New Markets

• Sustainability 
demand

• New resources

Human capital

• New Jobs

• Traditional skills

• Cooperation

Communities

• Vibrant 

• Valued

• Connected



Challenges

• Recovery can be hard

• How can forests benefit?

• Raising awareness 

• Generating demand

• Tools and support



A mountain forest – circular 
bioeconomy

• Sustainability drives 
economic growth

• Ecosystems are resilient & 
productive

• Innovation & traditional 
skills

• Vibrant communities
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