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Reintroduce or not reintroduce?

Lessons from population reintroductions in 
mountain ecosystems and the importance of 

feasibility assessment
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Lessons learned

(1) Survival of translocated, captive-reared birds
was too low.

(2) Changes in rearing protocols and stimulation of 
anti-predation behaviour are desirable.

(3) Translocation of wild birds should be attempted
and assessed.

(4) Long-term political and financial support needs
to be secured.



Key messages

(1) Restoration/reintroduction techniques are 
complex, demanding solutions with uncertain
outcome.

(2) From a cost-effectiveness perspective, the 
conservation of threatened populations should
be addressed before their decline is irreversible.

(3) Reintroduction attempts, either successful or 
failed, should be documented and published.

(4) Pre-project feasibility assessments should
always be conducted.



Percentage of translocation projects that adressed 
the number of criteria proposed to assess 

feasibility (Pérez et al., 2012).
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