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A cross-border hospital to make up for the lack of medical care 

in the Pyrenees 

 

The EGTC Hospital of Cerdanya is the first cross-border hospital in Europe. Located in the municipality 

of Puigcerdà, in Spain, a few meters from the French border, it aims at providing healthcare services 

on both sides of the French-Spanish border in a mountainous area where people had to drive 1h30 to 

reach the closest hospital in Perpignan, in France. 

 

A common hospital for a cross-border medical wasteland 

About 33.000 people live permanently in the Cerdanya valley, in the Pyrenees – a figure that can be 

quadrupled in winter with the arrival of tourists during the ski season. The lack of access to healthcare 

in this mountainous area led in 2003 the Catalonian and French Ministries of Health to discuss the 

creation of a cross-border hospital and to formalise the creation of the European Grouping of 

Territorial Cooperation – Hospital of Cerdanya in 2010. 

The Spanish Cerdanya valley and the French Capcir region, are real medical wastelands with very poor 

health services offered to local population except from rural family doctors. Nowadays, the 

competence area of Cerdanya Hospital covers 1340 km² and includes 53 municipalities in total, of 

which 17 in Cerdanya valley and 36 in the Capcir region. The objective of this cross-border hospital is 

to optimise the management of Catalan and French resources in order to improve the care offered to 

local communities with an innovative model : the Cerdanya Hospital offers medical assistance to its 

entire population, based not on administrative borders but on the criteria of geographical proximity. 

A French resident therefore does not need to reach Perpignan Hospital anymore and can access 

medical care on the Spanish side in Cerdanya. 

The cross-border hospital provides in particular emergency and obstetric care, which are usually the 

most urgent needs but could previously only be treated more than 100 km away. 68 beds are available 

for short stay patients and is also equipped with important facilities such as an MRI and a scanner, 

especially useful during the ski season.   

 

 

Different languages, cultures and medical practices 

At the reception desk multilingualism is mandatory to be able to communicate with patients and staff 

in French, Spanish and Catalan. The proportion of Spanish in the staff is around 60%, and 40% are 

French. Nurses are therefore assigned to the different services in these proportions to ensure a 
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Innovative aspect 

Cerdanya is the first hospital welcoming citizens from both sides 

of the border as patients and staff. Experience shows that 

cooperation can overcome administrative issues. 
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balanced availability of languages and, a particularly of Cerdanya Hospital, nurses always work in pairs 

to avoid any language issue. 

In the hospital’s pharmacy, the international name of the molecules is used. Of course, medical 

practices may vary from country to country, so more precautions are taken in Cerdanya. "In research, 

there is some controversy about how many ultrasounds or toxoplasmosis tests should be done. In 

France, they do an extra toxoplasmosis, in Catalonia they do an extra ultrasound. So at the hospital in 

Cerdanya, all women have an ultrasound and an extra toxo," explains Enric Subirats, a Spanish doctor. 

 

Shared resources and governance 

The hospital was built between 2003 and 2013 and officially opened in September 2014. In order to 

promote cooperation between the countries of the Union, the EU, by Regulation (EC) No 1082/2006, 

created the legal framework for the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC). The EGTC 

has therefore become the only adequate structure to achieve the success of this project and the EGTC 

Hospital of Cerdanya was created in 2010 to fix the objectives, governance and funding of the hospital. 

The total cost of Cerdanya Hospital’s construction 

amounts to 31 000 000 € and was supported by the 

Interreg POCTEFA programme. The construction was 

financed according to the following distribution scheme: 

Since the hospital opened, both equipment costs and the 

annual operating budget and co-financed by Catalonia (at 

60%) and France (at 40%). The governance of the hospital 

also relies in the hands of its Board of Directors, whose 

members come from both sides of the border. 

In 2016, Cerdanya Hospital won the « Building a Europe without borders » award during the annual 

meeting of the European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) held at the European Committee 

of the Regions. Yet, it faces many obstacles in its daily functioning, for instance on employment 

contracts or staff health insurances. Complex issues linked to the presence of the border have had to 

be dealt with, such as those of births (and civil registration) or the repatriation of bodies on the other 

side in the event of death. Still, Cerdanya Hospital progressively resolved these administrative borders 

and offers a real universal health service. 

More information 

For more information on Cerdanya Hospital please read the history section 

of its website or the European Committee of the Regions’ dedicated 

webpage. 

 

 

Construction funding 

European Regional Development Fund (60%)  18 600 000 € 

Self-funding (40%) by governments: 12 400 000 € 

Catalonia (60%) 7 440 000 € 

France (40%) 4 960 000 € 

Total 31 000 000 € 

www.euromontana.org 

For more information, please contact: 
Blandine Camus, Communication & Policy Officer 

communication@euromontana.org 
+32 2 280 42 83 

www.euromontana.org 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32006R1082
https://www.poctefa.eu/fr/
http://www.hcerdanya.eu/fr/presentation/le-gect-hopital-de-cerdagne/historique-du-projet
https://portal.cor.europa.eu/egtc/CoRActivities/Pages/Cerdanya-Cross-Border-Hospital.aspx
https://portal.cor.europa.eu/egtc/CoRActivities/Pages/Cerdanya-Cross-Border-Hospital.aspx
file:///C:/Users/Blandine%20CAMUS/Desktop/News/www.euromontana.org
https://www.facebook.com/euromontanas.mountains/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARC-Rlfe6HiEHB7pc9fR9mtAf3rHj95lTTugnFeej7FwwhwnSa97_gcfirySrPLoyeZ2X4L3F93JdLpj&hc_ref=ARTRevXHWAg8fk87NbqDgTZiXsb9FggdexoM8Ldh_qn1UDSnVdiBPviG8kr5S71w8Ps&fref=nf&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDXlyVnfIn64JE_D6t2KN2FYHULD0duk9KyQ01pePE9fbdQhC-wEEzhZhVqJc5sWAWVCQ45Up6KXK2u6OVcYyjT2aCdniOVto6d9SGkxZoiH4N04ZYzAZfdaBzZ9sXuqOuDMzqG-H7DHXL9qZSrFjxTwop5guZcY8qKTDAALARgmzIAq8RaZjD_rtiEHki-U7IghqJk75GCOteTQeYGj7A_ZgOVHWkFavCZClP2XD00d6Pri3vgpWQbFNJ2jyn_mHRzBb1ky-RYLqniH95ukTXALdpcC5Bl96qTTm9IyK4a_Lu1-YRO5ndOp-nT-MenIGyuNWz9UppyOdNERzutrVw4cA
https://twitter.com/Euromontana
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euromontana/?viewAsMember=true
mailto:communication@euromontana.org
http://www.euromontana.org/

