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2014 Västmanland wildfire
Image: https://www.dw.com/en/sweden-battles-massive-forest-fires/a-17833118

The lack of access to actionable solutions is one of the main barriers 
to adaptation. The EU Framework Programme and the Climate 
Knowledge and Innovation Community already support adaptation 
innovation, but recent analysis shows the need to step it up.“ “

European Commission, EU Adaptation Strategy



Connected innovation in climate risk 
information, resilience and adaptation

o open data platforms and standard-setting, 
o inclusion of climate risk in financial ratings in credit and bonds,
o landscape-level climate risk studies and tailored information service design for public and 

private infrastructure, 
o training and financial incentives for de-risking assets and emerging markets
o public and business understanding of risk through simple schemes and installations, 
o data and risk literacy approaches (e.g. training academies for civil protection, meteorological 

offices),
o pro-resilience regulatory and policy recommendations.

+ a snapshot of our 2020 Innovation portfolio: https://www.climate-kic.org/in-detail/2020-innovation-portfolio/

Source: https://www.climate-kic.org/news/eit-climate-kic-is-a-key-player-in-helping-europe-adapt-to-climate-change/

https://www.climate-kic.org/news/opensurface-land-use-tracking-platform/
https://www.climate-kic.org/news/eu-taxonomy-shows-the-way-to-net-zero-by-2050/
https://www.climate-kic.org/news/eit-climate-kic-supported-beyond-ratings-registered-credit-rating-agency/
https://www.climate-kic.org/news/new-tool-uses-satellite-imagery-to-accelerate-sustainable-agriculture/
https://www.climate-kic.org/news/winners-secures-funding/
https://www.climate-kic.org/innovation-spotlight/crams-comprehensive-climate-datasets-enable-financial-institutions-to-satisfy-tcfd-recommendations/
https://www.climate-kic.org/news/introducing-climate-risk-information-a-flagship-programme-working-with-the-oasis-community/
https://www.climate-kic.org/news/eit-climate-kic-to-advise-european-commission-on-sustainable-finance/
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Why is water scarcity important?

According to FAO, the food 

production consumes 70% of the 

world’s fresh water resources; not 

only in growing crops and raising 

animals, but also in processed food, 

where water is a major ingredient.

Why are we engaged?

Flooding and water scarcity in Europe will 

increase in the coming decades if the 

objectives of the Paris Agreement on climate 

change are not met. The European 

Commission, together with the KICs, is 

working with EU countries to overcome 

these challenges and encourage countries, 

companies and households to implement 

more water-efficient measures.





Levers of change

Policy and
regulatory 

frameworks

Production

Business 
models

Education
and skills

Citizen 
participation

Technology

Funding
and 

financeBehaviour

Markets



In 2019 we launched eight ‘Deep 
Demonstrations’ as a test bed environment 
for the ‘1.5- consistent systems transitions’* 
called for by the IPCC, EC, UNFCCC and our 
own strategy and Theory of Change.

* Transition Super Labs’ were a recommendation of the Final Report of the High-Level Panel of 
the European Decarbonisation Pathways Initiative – this is the concept at the heart of our own 
‘Deep Demonstrations’.



10 years of experience has taught us that achieving the change we need 
requires a different approach to innovation

Incremental

Supply led

Single projects and incremental 
change

Isolated activities, often focused on 
technological improvements

Transformational

Demand led

Coordinated projects that build 
on each other

Connected activities that access 
core areas of a system

System innovation



A Deep Demonstration of…

Resilient Regions
EIT Climate-KIC will take a systems innovation 
approach to forging resilience, working with 
regions that are:

• Ambitious to be European and global leaders;

• Committed to placing climate resilience at the 
heart of their socio-economic agendas;

• Have a high level of vulnerability and exposure; 
and

• Demonstrate a commitment to using 
innovation as a tool to catalyse transformation.

Deep Demonstration Forging Resilient Regions –
Sensemaking workshop, 1-3 July 2020
Cartoonists: Rebeka Ryvola 



Visualising this…



Resilient Regions

Project areas

▪ Systemic resilience experiments and measures

▪ Clusters of active and connected networks working towards 
regional resilience

▪ Resilience policies, regulations and action plans that incorporate 
slow-onset changes, extreme events and systemic risks

▪ Community engagement and empowerment for a fair transition

▪ Rebooted regional growth through long-term investments and 
new resilience sector job creation

▪ Territorial renewal by creating liveable places and stewarding 
natural capital



Resilient Regions – Dolomites (2020)

A proposed portfolio logic

▪ Dimensions to learn from and define innovation actions 

▪ Resilience (stability, adaptive capacity, readiness)

▪ Systems (tourism, communities, forestry & wood)

▪ Response (adapt, mitigate, prevent)

▪ Emerging needs

▪ Innovation capacity

▪ Finance and insurance schemes

▪ Engagement and cooperation in risk management
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