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Research and innovation as
drivers of vibrant, sustainable,
and attractive rural areas
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Rural Transformation

Renewable Low carbon Sustainable Sustainable
energy homes forestry agriculture
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Ground Electric/ Electric charging/
source heat hydrogen/ hydrogen Hybrid/blogas Low carbon businesses
pump Bicycles biofuel car fuelling station hydrogen bus and industries

Source: ECOLISE. https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/enrd/files/tl2 climate challenges-and-territories ecolise.pdf
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Long Term Vision for Rural Areas

Shared
goals for
2040
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Connected

Digital connectivity
Transport links and
new mobilities

Stronger

Empowered communities
Access to services
Social innovation

Prosperous §--2-n ) Resilient

Diversification of
economic activities
Sustainable food production

Resilience to climate change
Environmental resilience
Social resilience




Innovation as an enabling factor for the
revitalisation of rural areas

Rural context
(challenges, opportunities)

Social inclusion/ .
g, @ 05. Local Innovation

Thematic
Graup

Multi-level
governance ‘ @

) | i' Partnerships for innovation

Environment Income/

Jobs @ |

Q Access and sharing knowledge,
data and information

Integrated
strategy

capacities

04.

Territorial
cooperation

05.

Local
innovation

Basic goods:
Food Energy

Climate Change
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Digital/technology
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h'b q e I d I https:/enrd.ec.europa.eu/publications/enabling-factors-rural-revitalisation-self-assessment-tool-policy-design_en
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Rural Innovation - Policy instruments

1
4 7\ ™\
EIP-AGRl | EIP-AGRI Key instruments for wider rural

Operationa Multi-actor
( Groups Projects

N EAFRD H2020 i e LEADER CLLD

EAFRD J
LEADER Cooperation

. .
EAFRD | intervention Smart Villages

(e.g. LEADER
and Smart

\ Villages

Development Innovation Research

innovation:

Rural

Source: Pertoldi, Muriel and Lopez (2016), page 5.

Pertoldi, M., Muriel, M., & Lopez, J. (2016). Smart LEADER: Challenging Smart specialization in the scope of rural development.
Presentation at the conference on Smart Specialization and Territorial Development. Retrieved from
https://3ftfah3bhjub3knervihneul-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Pertoldi SmarLEADER final.pdf.
(Retrieved in January 2019).
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https://3ftfah3bhjub3knerv1hneul-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Pertoldi_SmarLEADER_final.pdf

An inclusive definition

“Smart Villages are communities in rural areas that use innovative solutions to improve
their resilience, building on local strengths and opportunities.

They rely on a participatory approach to develop and implement their strategy to
improve their economic, social and/or environmental conditions, in particular by
mobilizing solutions offered by digital technologies.

“The use of digital technologies is not a precondition for becoming a Smart Villages”.
Eco-socio-smart villages (2019). https://digitevent-

images.s3.amazonaws.com/5c0e6198801d2065233ff996-registrationfiletexteditor-
1551115459927-smart-villages-briefing-note.pdf



https://digitevent-images.s3.amazonaws.com/5c0e6198801d2065233ff996-registrationfiletexteditor-1551115459927-smart-villages-briefing-note.pdf

Smart Villages

Flexible tools to enable rural communities
to make the transition

A

)

Applied research and Innovation

Long term vision
for rural areas
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Smart Villages

OTHER FUNDS
COOPERATION
MARKETING

SMALL-SCALE INVESTMENTS

PILOTS Research,

RESEARCH CONTACTS experimentation &
innovation

TECHNICAL/FEASIBILITY STUDIES

TRAINING
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Smart Villages - Digital Villages

ARG Ve TN e
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The European Association for Innovation in Local Development

Source: ENRD (2018). Digital Villages. https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/tg_smart-villages case-study de.pdf



https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/tg_smart-villages_case-study_de.pdf
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Rural Innovation Hubs

Agri- Farmers
business

*
;

Advisors

%
/

Governments
-

Innovation
brokers
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LEADER and Innovation

Seven LEADER principles

Bottom-up

Territorial approach
Strategy

Multi sectoral

Public private partnership

Innovation

vV v v v v v .Y

Cooperation
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LEADER & Innovation

Innovation

Bottom-up Strategy

Territorial Multisectoral
approach
Cooperation ublic-privat
epartnership
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- Source: Personal assessment based on the ENRD LEADER LAG Survey 2017.
@) a el dl https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/leader-resources lag survey results.pdf
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https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/leader-resources_lag_survey_results.pdf

LEADER & innovation

EAFRD Other ESI Funds National Funds

|
CLLD Multi Fund

» A more flexible package of LEADER/CLLD support (eg. lump sums with draft budgets to
support local cooperation)

» Allow broader scope of intervention (sometime limited by national/regional regulation)

» Better alighment of LEADER/CLLD with other policies

ENRD 2019, “How can LEADER/CLLD support Smart Villages”. European Network for Rural Development.
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Rural areas as spaces for research &

innovation
N * Living Labs
%7 DESIra MOVING + Multi-actor platforms (MAPs)
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Rural areas as a space for modern
policies

SHERPA

Rural Science-Society-Policy
Interfoces

» 40 Rural Policy MAPs across Europe

To gather relevant knowledge and opinions that
contribute to the formulation of recommendations for future
policies and research relevant to EU rural areas

Multi Actor Platforms

Dialogue between
Research, Policy, Civil Society

Co-creation of knowledge

Co-learning
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Thank you!
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www.aeidl.eu

@AEIDL.asbl

@AEIDL

/aeidl-european-association-for-information-on-local-development/
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The European Association for Innovation in Local Development



