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Mountain areas are rich in cultural heritage, but sometimes it is not protected or used in a sustainable
way. As part of the RAMSAT project, the province of Teruel (Spain) has carried out actions to preserve
an ancient cultural route and improve coordination between administrative bodies, with the aim of
promoting this route as part of a single tourist offer.

The mountains have a rich cultural heritage that attracts many visitors. However, this heritage is not
always promoted or protected. This was the case of the Pylons Route in the province of Teruel, Spain.

"orthe "Pylons route" is an ancient path
that has been used in the province of Teruel since the 12th or
13th century. The road is lined with stone and mortar pylons,
some up to 2.5 metres high. In the past, this road was used by
wool merchants and shepherds with their livestock, and the
pylons helped travellers and merchants find their way through
the snow and blizzards that often fell in this area, as the road
passes through villages at an altitude of 1,500 metres.

The route of the pylons is therefore an integral part of the history and cultural heritage of the province
of Teruel. However, both the road and the pylons have not been very well protected in the past and
are not particularly promoted. Only a 6-kilometre stretch has been recognised for its cultural interest.

The objective of the action initiated by the province of Teruel was to promote the cultural heritage of
the Pylons route by preserving the pylons and creating a common tourist offer in the different counties
of the province.

To this end, the province of Teruel set up a working group in 2022 to bring together all the stakeholders
involved in promoting the route of the pylons and to jointly define the actions to be carried out. The
working group includes the Provincial Government of Teruel, the County of Maestrazgo, the County
of Comunidad de Teruel, the Regional Government of Aragon's Department of Heritage and the School
of Conservation and Restoration of Cultural Heritage of Aragon (ESCYRA).

“‘W A public call for tenders was launched in order to trace the entire route,
as well as to develop common branding, including a logo, slogan, maps
and materials such as promotional brochures. In addition, the School of
Conservation and Restoration of Cultural Heritage of Aragon is testing
materials and techniques to preserve the pylons damaged by time,
erosion and wind.



https://turismomaestrazgo.org/que-hacer/categoria-allepuz/camino-de-los-pilones-allepuz-villarroya/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/ramsat/
https://www.euromontana.org/en/working-themes/sustainable-tourism/

As the route crosses the counties of Maestrazgo and Comunidad de
Teruel, the project has helped to bring together all the public bodies
to create a single tourist offer that overcomes administrative
boundaries. As a result, 7 technicians from the 4 different public
bodies have worked together in the working group to map and brand
the route and will jointly promote the Pylons route in the future.
Cooperation is therefore a key achievement of this initiative,
together with the preservation and promotion of the heritage.

Since 2023, the Pylons route is promoted as a tourist offer and maps and signals are installed along
the route to guide tourists. The promotion of the route of the pylons is important in the context of the
province of Teruel, a sparsely populated mountainous area that is building on sustainable rural
tourism. In the county of Maestrazgo, and even more so in the county of Comunidad de Teruel, the
service sector is a major contributor to local gross value added.

These actions were implemented within the framework of the
2019-2023 Interreg Europe project (Revitalizing Remote
And Mountainous areas through Sustainable Alternative
Tourism). Activities were designed through the

of the Province of Teruel, aiming at promoting mountain
tourism.

The costs of these activities are covered by the 2023 budgets of 9
the Provincial Government of Teruel and the Counties of
Maestrazgo and of Comunidad de Teruel.



https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/ramsat/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/ramsat/library/#folder=3539
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/ramsat/library/#folder=3539
https://www.interregeurope.eu/good-practices/route-of-the-coffee-smuggling
https://www.euromontana.org/en/
https://www.facebook.com/euromontanas.mountains/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARC-Rlfe6HiEHB7pc9fR9mtAf3rHj95lTTugnFeej7FwwhwnSa97_gcfirySrPLoyeZ2X4L3F93JdLpj&hc_ref=ARTRevXHWAg8fk87NbqDgTZiXsb9FggdexoM8Ldh_qn1UDSnVdiBPviG8kr5S71w8Ps&fref=nf&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDXlyVnfIn64JE_D6t2KN2FYHULD0duk9KyQ01pePE9fbdQhC-wEEzhZhVqJc5sWAWVCQ45Up6KXK2u6OVcYyjT2aCdniOVto6d9SGkxZoiH4N04ZYzAZfdaBzZ9sXuqOuDMzqG-H7DHXL9qZSrFjxTwop5guZcY8qKTDAALARgmzIAq8RaZjD_rtiEHki-U7IghqJk75GCOteTQeYGj7A_ZgOVHWkFavCZClP2XD00d6Pri3vgpWQbFNJ2jyn_mHRzBb1ky-RYLqniH95ukTXALdpcC5Bl96qTTm9IyK4a_Lu1-YRO5ndOp-nT-MenIGyuNWz9UppyOdNERzutrVw4cA
https://twitter.com/Euromontana
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euromontana/?viewAsMember=true

